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A presidential transition
Mark Murray to leave GVSU to become president of Meijer, Inc.
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When Mark Murray took
the reins of Grand Valley
State University more than
four and a half years ago. he
had a list of things he wished
to accomplish.
In his time as president,
GVSU
has
expanded
academic advising, built new
campus housing facilities and
tried to enhance student life,
he said.
The continuation of that
and other work will be carried
on by someone else, as Murray
announced Wednesday he will
leave the university later this
year to become the president
of Meijer, Inc. A replacement
has not yet been named.
Murray, who has served on
Meijer’s Board of Directors
since January 2005, said he
got the offer late last year and
thought about the proposal for
a couple of weeks.
“I had every intention of
spending more time in a job
that I love, but an opportunity
like this at Meijer doesn’t
come along every day,”
Murray said.
He will not leave the
university
immediately,
however, as he said he has
offered to remain at the
university until July 1 — the
end of the academic year —
in order to ensure a smooth
transition.
“I’m
personally
and
professionally thrilled for
Marie, delighted for Meijer,
and very sad for Grand
Valley,” said Matt McLogan,
GVSU’s vice president for
University Relations.
GVSU Board of Trustees
member Donna Brooks
described Murray as an
“incredibly
outstanding
president” who is articulate,
a good listener and openly
communicates.
“It’s no wonder Meijer
wants him,” Brooks said.
“We can understand why
Meijer wants Mark’s talents,
and we can understand why
Mark is looking forward to
this challenge.”
McLogan called Murray
“enormously talented.”
“I think his steady
leadership, attention to detail,
and grasp of the big picture
— traits not normally found
in the same person — are a
legacy for Mark,” McLogan
said.
Since
he
announced
his plans, Murray said he
has received support from
business leaders outside the

SEE MURRAY, A6
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Moving on: President Mark Murray talks with a reporter after a press conference Wednesday. Murray announced he will step down from his

Grand Valley State University post later this year after nearly five years to take the job as President of Meijer, Inc.

Editor's Note: Grand Valley State University President Mark Murray sent the following email to faculty and staff at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, notifying them of his decision to become
President of Meijer, Inc.
Grand Valley is a very strong
university
because
of
your
extraordinary dedication and the great
skills you use to serve our students
every day. The University could not
be the great asset it is to this region
without you. The Board of Trustees
and I are deeply grateful to you.
It is with considerable mixed
feelings that I write to let you know
that Grand Valley State University
will be making a transition in
leadership in the coming months. As
you know, I have delighted in serving
as President of Grand Valley State
University during these five years. I
had fully anticipated more years of
service to this great institution. But an
unexpected opportunity has occurred
that I have chosen to pursue. In the
coming months I will be making a
transition to serve as President of
Meijer Inc. helping the Meijer family
ensure the continued growth and
strength of that great West Michigan

company. This is a unique personal
and professional opportunity and I am
excited by the prospect of working
with that great organization.
Grand Valley State University has
made this transition twice before. Both
previous transitions went smoothly.
This one will as well. We have a team
of administrators, faculty and staff
who are among the best in the nation
in helping students excel. We have an
outstanding Board of Trustees.
Grand Valley State University
opens 2006 as strong as ever. Our
reputation is stellar. We continue
to gain momentum. Applications
for next fall will set another new
record. Our partnerships in the region
remain very strong. Many of you help
regional organizations in business, the
arts, education, social work, criminal
justice and many other fields through
your professional collaborations. Our
students interns serve in many forprofit and non-profit settings during

their education. We bring thousands
of people from around the country
and the world to work and study at
Grand Valley. When they make their
home here, they further enrich our
region.
Our success is seen every day in our
graduates. They routinely perform at
the highest level on licensure exams.
They are admitted to the best graduate
schools and professional programs.
They are consistently given high
marks by their employers. We are true
to our mission: Educating students to
shape their lives, their professions,
and their societies.
You are an integral part of this
great story of Grand Valley State
University. I wanted you to hear
directly from me about this news that
will be released to the general public
later today. Thank you for all you
continue to do for this university. I
look forward to working with you in
my remaining months as President.

University
acknowledged
for reducing
commuter costs

One of two buses ordered will be used on the
Campus Connector route to Grand Rapids
GVL Managing Editor

In an attempt to combat
fuel costs. The Rapid
purchased two hybridelectric buses, one of
which will provide service
to Grand Valley State
University.
“We’ve been wanting
to bring something like
this into our environment
for quite a while,” said
Jim Fetzer, director of

development for The Rapid.
“We think hybrids are the
way of the future."
Hybrid buses use an
electric motor and small
diesel engine rather than
one large diesel engine,
he said. Powered in part
by a battery, it will need
significantly less fuel to
run, he added.
The buses, expected
to arrive in December of
2006. will be monitored
on different routes for
performance
and
fuel

SEE PROCESS, A6

GV recognized for
commuter benefits

Hybrid buses to
join The Rapid's
fleet in late 2006
By Jenna Carlesso

Now that Grand Valley
State University President
Mark Murray has announced
he will leave later this year to
serve as president of Meijer,
Inc., university officials have
begun the work of finding a
replacement.
“We are kxiking for a
leader, a visionary, someone
that can motivate people,
be creative, and run a great
ship,” said Board of Trustees
member Dorothy Johnson.
The Board held a special
meeting Friday at the Pew
Campus in Grand Rapids
to determine die course of
action for selecting Murray’s
successor, who will be the
fourth president of GVSU.
As part of the nationwide
search, community members
will have a chance to offer
their input, ask questions and
give ideas as to what the search
committees should look for in
Murray’s replacement, said
Trustee Donna Brooks.
A series of public forums
will be held on Jan. 17, Jan. 18,
Feb. 15 and Feb. 16 in both
Allendale and Grand Rapids
to do so, she said. Times have
not yet been finalized.
“I hope everyone will
participate,” Johason said.
During the meeting, the
Board also voted to form two
committees to oversee the
selection.
The Presidential Search
Committee, which Brooks
chairs, is made up of the eight
trustees. It will ultimately
select and announce Murray’s
successor.
The Presidential Search
Advisory Committee, which
will be made up of various
members of the university
and one community member,
will recommend to the PSC
by June 30 “an unranked
list of a suitable number of
individuals” who are qualified
to be the next president,
according to the resolution
passed by the board. Brooks
also chairs the PSAC.
“I would only say I’m just
thrilled with thiscomposition,”
Johnson said of the PSAC. “I
think it’s extremely important
to have six faculty members
included.”
Patricia Oldt, GVSU’s
vice president for Planning
and Equity, will serve as staff
to both committees.
In order to develop the
list of candidates, the PSAC
will, according to the motion

By Jenna Carlesso
GVL Managing Editor
GVl Archive / Mhty Minna

All aboard: The Rapid will add two hybrid buses to its fleet
beginning in December One of them will service GVSU.

consumption. One of the
routes will be the GVSU
Campus Connector.
Jennifer
Kalczuk,
managerof communications
and external relations for
The Rapid, said the buses
will be tested on a limited
express route at higher
speeds, as well as on a
normal stop-and-go route
L

in the metro area.
“One of the biggest
advantages is it significantly
reduces emissions," she
said.
“Smaller
diesel
engines have a positive
impact on our air quality.”
Lisa Haynes, director of
operations for Pew Campus
and Regional Centers, said

SEE HYBRID BUSES, A2

Grand Valley State
University was designated
a Best Workplace for
Commuters, thanks to its
commitment in reducing
pollution
and
traffic
congestion.
The
Environmental
Protection Agency and
the U.S. Department of
Transportation recognized
GVSU for its efforts in
-

improving air quality and
reducing commuter costs.
“Given our shuttle
system, just about any
person does not have to
bring acartocampus,” said
Erin Babson, operations
manager for Pew Campus
and Regional Centers.
GVSU shuttle services are
provided by The Rapid
public bus system.
Babson said students
can go almost anywhere in
the area for free with the
variety of routes offered.
GVSU is the second
university in the state to
receive this designation,
along with the University

SEE BENEFITS, A2
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GVSU nursing program receives national award
Curriculum, including
Longitudinal Elder
Initiative, earns national
recognition
By Angela Harris
GVL News Editor

Grand
Valley
State
University’s Kirkhof College
of Nursing recently received
the
Clinical
Settings
in
Geriatric Nursing Award from
the American
Association
of Colleges of Nursing and
John A. Hartford Institute for
Geriatric Nursing.
Presented at the AACNs
semi-annual
meeting,
the

award
recognized
GVSU
nationally for its gerontology
curriculum, which is the study
of the aging and problems
encountered.
“I am proud of this
accomplishment.” said Phyllis
Gendler, dean of the KCON.
“It shows to all people who
are looking at nursing schools
that we have an exceptional
school.”
With a shortage of nurses
and faculty members in that
field, the national recognition
will also help attract faculty to
GVSU, Gendler said.
It will also bring national
recognition to GVSU and help
with its profile and recruitment,
said GVSU professor Cindy

Beel-Bates.
The award will allow the
school and its program to
stand out to other schools,
said senior nursing student
Shannon Bernal. She added
that she hopes other schools
will look at GVSU’s program
and possibly change their own
gerontology programs.
Part of the award is $500,
which will help set up a fund
to be used for future projects
related
to
gerontology,
including scholarships for
students and future grants,
Beel-Bates said.
“It gives us a place to start,”
she said.
The award followed an
effort two years ago by Gendler

and other faculty members to
bring the curriculum up to the
AACN’s standards with the
help of a grant from the AACN
and Hartford Foundation.
“This
was
the
first
recognition that we had
something
exceptional,”
Gendler said.
Changes in
curriculum
included the development of the
Longitudinal Elder Initiative.
This requires students to
spend four semesters working
with and studying an elderly
patient, Gendler said.
Students begin working
with a patient on ways to
improve their health in a home
setting, Gendler said. In the
following
semesters,
they

work in various other settings,
including
hospitals
with
patients who have acute or
chronic illnesses, she added.
Other settings the students
work at include the Visiting
Nurses Association, Fulton
Manor, Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans, Spectrum Health
Long-term Acute Care and
Rose Garden.
The curriculum was praised
because it gives students the
opportunity to work with a
patient long term, whereas
in most programs, students
change patients every eight to
ten weeks, Gendler said.
“It is positive for both (the
student and patient |,” she
said.

While some think the United
States is not ready to handle
the aging population and its
needs, Gendler said she thinks
KCON adequately prepared its
students to be able to help.
“1 am proud that we took
the initiative in all aspects, and
that our graduating seniors will
have the skills needed and are
getting experience,” Gendler
said. “They are all sensitive to
the changes and are prepared
to care for the population.”
GVSU professors BeelBates,
Kimberly
Slaikeu,
Sue Jensen, Beth Wetor and
Rebecca
Veltman
helped
apply for the grant and award
with help from former faculty
member. Sue Bosold.

DPS warns GVSU of identity theft on campus
By Shawn Zalewski
GVL Assistant News Editor
In the wake of eight cases
of fraud that occurred last
semester on Grand Valley
State University’s campus, the
Department of Public Safety
emphasizes the importance of
taking preventative actions.
“There are certain instances
where fraud is used as a way to
generate capital for livelihood
and a living wage," said Capt.

DeHaan. assistant
Brandon
director of DPS.
Fraudulent crimes that occur
on campus include theft of
personal property, duplicated
parking permits, fraudulent
checks and stolen information
from personal computers, he
said.
“What we’ve seen the most of
on college campuses, however,
are crimes of opportunity,”
DeHaan said. "Any time a
student leaves their personal
property or information out in

THE SALVATION ARMY

the open, it’s much more likely
to be taken.”
He added that crimes of
opportunity can be easily
prevented.
A case is currently under
investigation on campus in which
a computer has been seized and
is being identified forensically
by the Michigan State Police.
No names of suspects or victims
have been released at this time,
DeHaan said.
Any time fraud is suspected,
a computer can be taken to
the Michigan State Police
headquarters in Lansing for

further investigation, he added.
“You wouldn’t believe how
many computers are stacked
up at any given time that are
waiting for investigation into
hidden data and files,” DeHaan
said.
Students should never give
out unsolicited information over
the Internet, and only make
online transactions with secure
banking and merchant Web sites,
he said.
According to a list of safety
measures from the Department
of Public safety, students
should keep property, such as

checkbooks and credit cards,
locked in a safe place. If personal
belongings are left in a car, they
should be kept in the trunk if
parked for long periods of time.
A date of birth, address and
social security number can aid
criminals in securing financial
information
and
making
monetary gains.
Garbage cans can also provide
means for criminals to obtain
information, as discarded bank
statements and ATM receipts
contain numbers that can access
accounts. DeHaan said students
should shred or destroy any

unused or past documents to
prevent this type of crime.
Because passwords can gain
access to bank statements and email accounts, they should not be
revealed to anyone or be printed
in sight, DeHaan said. He added
that a person should never give
out personal information over
the phone or e-mail unless they
initiated the discussion.
Students should also make
sure their doors are locked when
leaving their rooms, he said.
For more information visit the
Public Safety Web site at http://
www.gvsu.edu/publicsafety.

HYBRID BUSES

Fetzer said. He added that
lower tail pipe emissions can
help to reduce pollution.
“There’s not a huge puff
of smoke and noise when
the engine starts,” he said.
“Electric motors are quieter
when driving than diesel.”
The decision to order two
40-foot, low-floor hybrids was
approved on Dec. 7. Although
they are the same size as a
standard bus, the hybrids will
cost about $200,000 more.

Fetzer said. The Rapid will test
the buses in winter conditions
next December.
Fetzer said the hybrid will
be beneficial, as the community
may face up to a 20 percent
increase in fuel economy this
year. While buses currently
average about 4.8 miles per
gallon, hybrids use 25 percent
less fuel than conventional
diesel engine buses, he added.
The Rapid is one of the first
public transportation systems

in Michigan to use hybrids,
Fetzer said.
The company will join
transit systems in Chicago,
New York City and Seattle that
already use hybrids.
Fetzer said he expects to see
more hybrids on our streets in
the future.
“It is one of the most proven
forms of technology today,” he
said. “I think most of our fleet
will eventually be switched
over to |hybrid|.”

recognizes employers with
environmentally
friendly
commuter benefits. GVSU’s
transit system was evaluated
in areas of cost, population
of commuters, usage and
availability of services.
"About 11,000 students ride
the shuttle each day, rather than
driving cars,” Babson said.
“That’s a lot less pollution.”
To
accommodate
more
students, GVSU added another
bus to its system in fall of
2005.
The fleet servicing GVSU
will include its first hybridelectric bus in December of
2006. The new vehicle, which

uses an electric motor and
small diesel engine, instead of
one large diesel engine, will be
used and monitored at GVSU
next winter.
As part of a marketing
program for the university,
Babson said she plans to
reiterate route information to
staff and students this winter
semester.
The
Rapid
currently
provides four service routes
to GVSU, including the
Campus Connector, which
runs from the Kirkhof Center

to the Pew Campus, the CHS
Express, which runs from Lake
Michigan and Seward to the
Center for Health Sciences, the
Off-Campus Shuttle, with runs
to off-campus apartments, and
the Allendale Express, which
runs toward local businesses
in the community.
Information on bus routes
and schedules can be found at
the information desk located in
the Kirkhof Center on GVSU’s
Allendale Campus, or by
accessing www.ridetherapid.
org.

continued from page A1
the new buses will help
with the university’s efforts to
sustain energy.
“Hybrids are the next step
in doing what’s right for the
community as a whole,” she
said.
The buses are equipped
with regenerative
braking
power, using energy from the
brakes to recharge the battery.

25% Off
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of Michigan, she said.
Best
Workplace
for
Commuters,
a
voluntary
partnership
program.
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Students budget for increased utility costs
1
Several apartment
complexes will see

CARE to host 'Relay for
Life' kickoff events
Cancer
Awareness
Resistance Education, a student
organization designed to raise
funds and awareness for cancer
survivors and research, will
host two kickoff meetings this
week to prepare for the annual
Relay for Life event.
The meetings will be held
on Jan. 10 and Jan. 18, both at
9 p.m. in the Pere Marquette
Room in the Kirkhof Center.
Individuals interested in
forming a team or participating
are invited to attend one of the
two kickoff events.
This year’s Relay for Life
event will take place over a
12-hour period from April 7 to
April 8.
For
more
information,
contact
care@student.gvsu.
edu.

Resident parking lot to
expand on south end of
campus
Grand
Valley
State
University’s
parking
Lot
P, adjacent to the South A
and B living centers, will
accommodate a larger portion
of resident student vehicles.
The Department of Public
Safety has transferred the entire
parking lot, located between
South Campus Drive, Calder
Drive and Laker Village Drive,
to resident parking.
“This decision was made
as we are looking to meet
the needs of the students,”
said Capt. Brandon DeHaan,
assistant director of DPS.
According to a parking
survey taken last fall, the
number of commuting students
using the area was not near at
capacity, despite the university’s
continued growth.
DeHaan s^aid the change
was made to provide easier
access and closer parking spots
to South A and Laker Village
apartment residents. Lot P
originally provided space for
commuters only, and later
accommodated students with
residential parking passes.

increased costs in
utility bills in 2006

By Angela Harris
GVL News Editor

The cost of utilities will
increase across the state this
month for homeowners and
renters due to a rise in gas
prices.
While
customer
and
distribution charges will not
change, the cost of natural gas
from Consumers Energy has
increased 20 cents per 1 (X)
cubic feet from this time last
year, said spokesperson Terry
DeDoes.
In January 2005, the average
gas bill for consumers was
$164 a month, but this year
consumers will pay a projected
$40 to $50 more a month until
at least March, he said. Some
months may vary based on
usage, he added.
In January 2005, the cost of
gas was 69 cents per 100 cubicfeet. In 2002, it was 36.8 cents
per 100 cubic feet, DeDoes
said.
The increase in cost is
because of supply and demand
and the rising cost of gas, he
said. Consumers Energy does
not see any of the increase in
revenue because the money is
passed through to the Michigan
Public Service Administration.
While the cost of natural gas
has gone up each year, the cost
of electricity will also increase
$4 a month because rates have
been frozen since November of
1996, DeDoes said. In 2005, the
cost of electricity was cut by 5
percent, even though the rate
prices were frozen, he added.
Students at Grand Valley
State University have already
seen the increase in utility
costs, and some are spending
their money more carefully to
compensate.
Junior Nicole Larsson said
she paid $23 a month for her

Direct deposit stubs to
go paperless
GVSU student employees
paid with direct deposit will
now receive a new form of
transaction.
As of Jan. 1. 2006. students
will receive notice of payment
and transactions via e-mail
messages, replacing the system
of paper pay stubs. Respective
employers will connect with
students through secure e-mails,
which the student can access
with a password, including
their last name and a portion of
their Social Security Number.

GW Illustration / Chrhtine Parlor-Si haw

Climbing the charts: The price of natural gas perl00 cubic feet has increased 27 cents since July 2004

electric bill at Brookmeadow
Apartments, but saw an increase
this month to $30.
The increase in cost may add
to a financial problem, paying
for everything on a part-time
job and student loans, she said.
“I’ll have to budget money
more and not spend as much on
random things,” Larsson said.
“I’ll have to put aside more
money a month toward bills and
less on entertainment and fun.”
Brookmeadow Apartments
has already issued a statement
to residents that there will be an
increase in rent next year due
to the rising gas costs, Larsson
said.
“I’m moving, regardless,”
Larsson said. “It isn’t worth
paying more for. I don’t plan on
remaining once my lease is up
in July.”

Senior Amy Marseglia, who
lives in Northridge Apartments,
said she has seen her heating
bill increase over the past
month. Previously, she and
her roommates paid about $40
a person, but last month, the
bill increased to about $70 per
person.
When looking to rent a
new apartment last summer,
junior Jessica Stark said she
and her roommate searched
for the cheapest one they
could find after hearing about
the rising cost of utilities. She
currently lives in Country Air
apartments.
Junior Adam Naab. who lives
in Campus West said he has
seen an increase of about $25 to
$30 a month in his bill because
of the rising cost of gas.
However, he said he will not

make any changes to help with
the cost.
“It is not really a big
increase,” Naab said. “It is only
a little more each month.”
To help keep down the
cost of utilities. Consumers
Energy suggested reducing
the electric load used in the
house or apartment, buying

energy efficient appliances,
or operating the stove, washer
and dishwasher in the morning
or evening when it is cooler
outside. Students can also cook
with covers on pots and pans to
retain heat.
For more energy saving
tips,
visit
http://www.
consumersenergy.com.

Buy one pizza, get the
second one 1/2 off!
(Not valid with any other coupon* or discount*)
Valid with Student II)

marinadespizzabistro.com

The inside
scoop on
money and
business

Alternative-fueled
school bus, interactive
exhibit to visit GVSU
The
National
Outdoor
Leadership School traveling
bus will make a stop at GVSU’s
Kirkhof Center metered parking
lot on Jan. 11, from 10 a m. to
5 p.m. The hybrid-fueled bus is
the centerpiece of a traveling
exhibit designed to promote
awareness and education of the
outdoors.
The display will include a
portable climbing wall, fly
fishing
and
rope-handling
demonstrations,
leadership
education
resources,
information
on
outdoorrelated careers, documentaries
and a free raffle of recreation
supplies.
The NOLS bus operates
from
a
combination
of
alternative sources, including
recycled vegetable cooking oil
taken from restaurants around
the country. The vehicle’s
electronics are powered by
solar panels attached to the
roof.
NOLS was founded more than
40 years ago with the purpose
of providing opportunities for
individuals to learn about the
environment and leadership
through wilderness training.
For
more
information,
contact Carol Griffin in the
GVSU biology department at
griffinc@gvsu.edu.

YEAR

Q: I’m paying back a
federal student loan and have
two questions. Should I pay
extra to pay it off faster? If I
do pay extra, the payment form
asks me to indicate whether
the extra is to be applied to
the principal, interest, or the
next payment. What does that
mean? I’m paying a three to
four percent interest rate.
A: Because your interest
rate is barely above the rate of
inflation, the inflation adjusted
cost of your loan is almost
nothing. In fact, you can earn a
higher rate of interest on some
bank certificates of deposit.
Under these conditions, there
isn’t a compelling reason to
pay more than your scheduled
payment.
One exception applies to
people who fret big time when
they owe others money (Yes,
there really are people like
that). If you’re one of them,
you’ll feel better by paying
extra. Always apply the extra
to the principal. The interest
option is there to help people
who cannot make the entire
scheduled payment. At least
they can pay the interest and
stay out of default. Applying
extra to the next payment makes
sense only if you want to pay a
few weeks early because you
have the money now but don’t
trust yourself (or your spouse)
from spending it frivolously.
Q: What is the Dow Jones
Industrial Average?
A: The DJIA is an adjusted
average price of 30 huge
U S. companies. Its value is
calculated by adding the current
stock prices of each of the 30
companies that constitute the
Index, and then dividing the
total by an adjustment factor
Dow Jones & Company.
—%—

publishers of the Wall Street
Journal, oversees the Index,
deciding which 30 companies
to use.
Once every few years a
company is dropped from
the Index because it has lost
its attraction as a favored
investment. A replacement
is then added, keeping the
total equal to 30 companies.
For example, in April 2004,
Eastman Kodak was dropped
while Pfizer was added.
By following the Index, an
investor can get a rough idea of
how the market for large stocks
is performing. The Dow did
not change in 2005, meaning
on average, the prices of the
30 stocks ended the year at
the same level as they began.
During the first week of 2006,
however, the DJIA rose two
percent — a very good return
in only four days.
The DJIA is just one of
several stock market indexes.
Other well-known indexes
include the S&P 500. the
NASDAQ Composite, the
NYSE Index and the Wilshire
5000. Each is different from
the others, consisting of
different stocks. The NYSE
Index, for example, includes
only the stocks traded on the
New York Stock Exchange.
The NASDAQ Composite
comprises mostly smaller
companies traded on the
NASDAQ national market
system.
Dr. Dimkoff is a finance
professor in the Seidman
College of Business. He is a
Certified Financial Planner and
a Chartered Life Underwriter.
Do you have a question
for Professor Dimkoff? If
so, send your question to
dimkoffg@gvsu.edu or to The
Lanthorn
(Lanthom@gvsu.
edu).
f

Women's Apparel
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Careful selection
As the Grand Valley State University
Board of Trustees begins the search for
President Mark Murray's replacement, it
must be deliberate and thorough, taking
into account the future of the university.
The university has seen numerous changes since Murray
became president in July 2001. The average grade point
average and ACT score of incoming freshmen has risen. The
freshmen retention rate has increased from 77.2 percent in 2000
to 2001, to 81.4 percent in 2004 to 2005. The total number of
applications for admission has jumped from 15,939 in 2000 to
2001, to 19,174 in 2004 to 2005.
During Murray’s tenure, GVSU has received more state
appropriations. A $12 million appropriation was also approved
for an expansion to the Padnos College of Engineering on the
Pew Campus in Grand Rapids.
While conducting the search for Murray’s successor, the
GVSU Board of Trustees must take into careful consideration
the qualities it seeks in the next president. Ample research is
a necessity in order to find the individual who will best serve
GVSU in the coming years.
The series of public forums beginning Jan. 17 is a good
first step in determining the future needs of GVSU and the
necessary qualities of its next leader. Input from community
members can be a vital resource in bringing forth new ideas.
As they did with the last search that resulted in Murray
being named the third president of GVSU, the Board should
hire a search firm in order to receive the largest number of
applications possible from well-qualified individuals around
the country.
Both the Board and the Presidential Search Advisory
Committee should stick closely to the “Leadership Criteria”
set forth when searching for Murray’s successor. The qualities
outlined in the criteria — visionary, academic leader, effective
administrator, community developer, resource acquirer and
effective people skills — are essential to the future success of
GVSU.
Finally, the Board is right to accept applications from
candidates who have little to no higher education experience.
Often, these individuals have the ability to bring new ideas and
an outsider’s perspective, thereby helping improve the overall
quality of the university. Murray had limited higher education
experience when he came to GVSU, but has been a successful
leader nonetheless.
GVSU faces numerous obstacles in the near future,
including additional state funding battles and securing funds
for a new library on the Allendale Campus. The new president
must be someone who is ready to fight funding battles in
Lansing and bring the university the necessary money and
support.
According to the university’s mission, “Grand Valley
State University educates students to shape their lives,
their professions and their societies.” The new leader of the
institution must ensure that this mission is followed by keeping
class sizes small and maintaining the quality of education,
faculty and staff.
It is up to the Board of Trustees to find that leader..

“New York isn’t all about the glamour
of Times Square. A lot ofpeople need
our help.”

GVL STUDENT OPINION
This week the Grand Valley Lanthorn asked four community members:

What are you most looking forward to
in the new year, and whyP

“Spring break. We 'll be
out of school."

“Getting through my
second semester of
college. ”

“I’m an international
student, so I hope to
host some intercultural
parties and activities."

“Going snowboarding
out at Shanty Creek. It's
a lot of fun. ”

Ashley Aniol
Junior
Clinical Laboratory
Science

Deidra Sisk
Freshman
Social Studies

Hirotaka Kurosu
Junior
Business

Joe Loviska
Junior
Biochemistry

GVL STUDENT OPINION

Making resolutions for 2006
By Brian Perry
GVL Columnist

Where am I? I thought
Monday Lanthoms were
Bnan Perry-free. Somewhere,
somebody is really getting
upset. Yes, by popular
demand, I have expanded my
range of opinion and humor.
Double your Bnan Perry for
free!
Every January, millions
of Americans make half
hearted promises to improve
their lives. Fat Americans
decide to become skinny.
Lazy Americans decide to get
active. Obnoxious Americans
decide to tone it down. I’m not
fat or lazy, but I’ve made some
resolutions of my own.
No. 1:1 will read a letter
to the editor. Nah. I’ll get the
highlights from friends.
No. 2:1 will continue to go
to the Rec. Center three times

By Dana Delapi
Central Florida Future
(U. Central Florida)

l

spaced.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense letters and
columns for length restrictions
and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthom will
not be held responsible for errors
that appear in print as a result of
transcribing handwritten letters
or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author is usually
published but may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The content, information and
views expressed are not approved
by nor necessarily represent
those of the university, its Board
of Trustees, officers, faculty and
staff.

I will freely admit to being
dumb.
No. 9:1 will not write
anything else [starting now)
that could be interpreted as
arrogant or narcissistic.
No. 10:1 will not get fired
from the Lanthom, even
though I have the opportunity
to ruffle feathers twice as
often.
No. 11:1 will stop parking
in the expectant mother spots
at Rivertown Crossings Mall.
No. 12:1 will graduate in
April.
Of course, these are all
really serious goals. My
column is full of seriousness
and should only be read by the
most serious of people. In case
you were wondering, the goal
I made at midnight on Jan. 1
is to finally grow facial hair.
I’m tired of being carded for
R-rated movies.

Let's resolve to throw away
unattainable resolutions

GVSU sophomore, who took an Alternative
Winter Break trip to the Bronx, N.Y.

The ultimate goal of the Grand
Valley Lanthom opinion page
is to stimulate discussion and
action on topics of interest to the
Grand Valley Community.
The Grand Valley Lanthom
welcomes reader viewpoints and
offers three vehicles of expression
for reader opinions: letters to the
editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
Letters
must
include
the author’s name and be
accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in
person. Letters will be checked
by an employee of the Grand
Valley Lanthom.
Letters appear as space permits
each issue. The limit for letter
length is one page, single

just keep my mouth shut and
bear it. No complaints.
No. 4:1 will not whine
about having class on Good
Friday. There’s nothing I can
do about it.
No. 5:1 will be nicer to
rich white men. Especially the
ones who are not spying on
me. Fine. I’ll even be nicer to
the ones who are spying on
me. Are you happy now?
No. 6:1 will not let this
column turn into a sloppy,
blog-like pile of junk. And I
will not listen to anyone who
tells me that it has become a
sloppy, blog-like pile of junk.
I will be optimistic in the face
of criticism.
No. 7:1 will not use the
word impeach.
No. 8:1 will not use '
my standing in the Honors
College, Sigma Tau Delta or
Phi Kappa Phi to discredit
those who think I’m dumb.
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a week. I
will not be
disappointed
when Tony
and Joe
continue to
lift more
weight than
me and I
will not quit
halfway
through the mile run.
No. 3:1 will not whine
about the fact that we are the
only college in the nation
that does not appropriately
recognize Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. Yes, I will attend class
that day. Yes. you will too. No,
your friends from Michigan
State don’t have class that
day. No, your friends from
the University of Michigan
don’t have class that day. But
I’m not going to whine about
it. I’m not going to complain
even though it really sucks. I’ll

(U-WIRE) OVIEDO,
Fla. — Another year has
gone by, and I find myself
reflecting on the past and
looking to the future. I love
the beginning of a brandnew year.
It always seems as if
there are endless possibilities
for starting fresh, and, even
for a brief shining moment,
we can put all the past
indiscretions, regrets and
screw-ups behind us.
Or can we?
Every year I write myself
a letter with my New Year’s
resolutions. Then I mail it
to myself and only open it
on the eve of the following
year.
An intriguing idea at first
glance, but after a year, you
tend to forget the things you
planned to change. Case in
noint: I had resolved to visit

a tropical location for Spring
Break 2005. I chose the
less tropical locale of Long
Island. N.Y.
As far as relationships are
concerned, I had big plans
for 2005. It was supposed
to be the year I resolved to
find true love, not to fall for
smooth-talking jerks and to
be a little less jealous about,
well, everything.
I am sad to report that I
threw all of my resolutions
out the window. Every last
stinking one of them.
So this year. I say the hell
with outlandish resolutions.
You can’t resolve to find true
love or to get over a past
lover.
But there is one
resolution you can hold true
to: Resolve to be smarter
about the opposite sex.
So, in honor of all the
broken 2005 resolutions. I
give you these wisdom-filled
resolutions to live by in
2006 Go ahead, tear it out
\

and stick on the refrigerator.
I guarantee you are going to
need them.
1. Please guys, resolve
to be a little bit more of a
gentleman. This is not only a
dire plea, but a reminder that
a little bit goes a long way.
Let’s bring back chivalry. I
know, I know: We women
killed chivalry. But this year,
forgive and forget, and open
a damn door!
2. Ladies, resolve to be
a little less critical when a
guy cannot read your mind.
Guys make mistakes — even
the guy you’ve been dating
forever. Understand that
sometimes you are not as
obvious as you think. Plus,
there are not that many guys
signing up for Miss Cleo’s
School for the Psychic
Male. Be a little more vocal
about your needs and wants
rather than praying for a
clairvoyant boyfriend.
3 Repeat after me: Sex is
not love. A one-night stand

is not a boyfriend. Sex is not
love. Resolve to repeat this
to yourself whenever you
feel that urge to say, “But we
slept together so he/she must
like me.”
4. To each and every one
of my beloved bar-hopping
buddies: Resolve not to
believe that a bar is a great
place to meet the love of
your life. The love of right
now is fine, if you so choose,
but a drunken hazy night is
not the foundation dream
relationships are made of.
Granted, it makes for fun
memories and conversation,
but try not to bet your heart
on it lasting longer than a
shot of Jager.
5 Resolve to be a little
more cautious, this new year
and every one there after.
Taking things slow is not a
bad thing and can save a hell
of a lot of regrets. Stopping
to look both ways will help
you from being side-swiped
by a emotional Mack truck

lennifer Hoewe, Laker Life Editor
lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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GVSU chooses healthy alternatives after the holidays
By Jenna Carlesso
CVL Managing Editor

Sophomore Matt Murphy said
he visits the gym four to five days
a week in the hopes of conquering
his New Year’s resolution.
“My resolution is not to be fat
anymore.” he said. “Which means
no more fast food or pizza.”
Several students flocked to
Grand Valley State University’s
Fieldhouse and Recreation Center
last week to get into shape from
the holidays.
“I eat a lot more when I’m
at home,” said junior Brianna
Rusniak. “The meals are homecooked and free, and there are a
lot of sweets.”
Wayne
Kinzie,
associate
director of the Counseling Center,
said weight gain and overeating
during the holidays is a social
phenomenon.
"The holidays are reflective of
joy and being together,” he said.

“Eating helps to connect us with
others.”
Holidays are an easier time
to put on weight because people
are more likely to engage in
unconscious eating, he said.
“Food is available, and it can
be tempting and comforting,”
Kinzie said. "The urge to overeat
is mostly mental.”
While sweets and larger course
meals can be hard to avoid, people
make their own choices on how
much to eat, he added.
With the start of winter
semester, some students have
created new methods of diet and
exercise.
“I spent $100 on good food
when I got back to school,”
Murphy said. “I’m definitely
going for healthier eating.”
He said some items in his diet
plan include lean steaks, chicken
breasts, broccoli and lettuce.
In addition to dieting, Kinzie
said exercise is an integral part of
getting in shape.

"There’s really no magic to
gaining or losing weight,” he
said. “If you’ve eaten too much
turkey or dessert, you’ll have to
do more exercise. Input equals
output."
The Fieldhouse offers a variety
of workout equipment that is free
for students and staff. Murphy
said his workout includes riding
a stationary bike, walking on the
track and playing basketball.
To avoid extra pounds or
excess eating next year, Kinzie
said students should have
knowledge of calorie intake and
set limits for when to stop eating.
It takes a while for the blood
sugar to communicate with the
brain to signal that a person has
eaten enough, he said.
“The best thing to do is leave
the table feeling slightly hungry,
or slightly less than full,” he
explained. “If you keep eating
until you feel completely full,
when a signal gets to the brain,
you’ll feel like you’ve eaten too

much.”
Senior Ericka Sloan said it is
easier to get back on track with
the beginning of a new semester.
“When we don’t have classes
there’s more free time to eat,”
she said. "Now I am back on my
regular schedule with exercise.”
Although some feel pressured
to change their habits in the new
year, Rusniak said eating more
over the holidays is a normal
thing to do.
“I have no access to a gym at
home, so during break I eat more
and exercise less,” she said. “But
when I get back to school, I’m
back into my routine.”
Students interested in health or
nutrition information can contact
GVSU’s Wellness Center at (616)
331-3659.
The Fieldhouse and Recreation
Center is open seven days a
week. Hours of operation can be
found at http://www.gvsu.edu/
fieldhouse, or by calling (616)
331-3313.

CVL / Anna Schwallier

Working up a sweat: The Fieldhouse offers workoul options for those who

| want to get in shape following the holiday season._______________________

Students help feed the hungry
By Jennifer Hoewe
CVL Laker Life Editor

Courtesy of toy Whitt

Serving it up: Chelsea Chittenden makes plates in the F>art of the Solution kitchen in the Bronx, N.Y., during GVSU's

Alternative Winter Break trip. POTS is a non-profit agency that provides food and assistance for the homeless.

A group of students from
Grand Valley State University
donated their time and effort to
fight hunger and homelessness in
the Bronx, N.Y.
Ten students
made the
Alternative Winter Break trip
from Jan. 1 through Jan. 6 to help
serve food to people in the Bronx.
Part of the Solution, a non-profit
agency, provided housing and
accommodations during their stay.
“Our goal was to help them
rather than just feed them,” said
GVSU sophomore Joy Whitt.
“There are no questions asked to
receive food, but POTS provides
everyone who comes in their
doors with the opportunity to get
their lives in order if they want.”
The POTS organization works
year-round to provide homeless
and hungry people living in
Bronx neighborhoods with food
and alternative options to street
living. The agency consists of
one building and one house that
serve the homeless. POTS allows
visitors to eat meals and seek
assistance while transitioning into
self-sufficiency.
“Everyone has the option of
talking to someone on the POTS
staff about getting their lives
together in addition to receiving
their meal,” Whitt said.
The first floor of the POTS
facility was designed as a restaurant
— instead of the traditional soup
kitchen — to create a higher level
of comfort, Whitt said. The agency
serves about 350 people each day.
GVSU students helped distribute
meals and talk to visitors as they
ate.
“I was nervous at first because I
didn’t know how they would react
to us,” said GVSU student Lauren
Pickering. “But they were really
thankful, showed their appreciation
and made friends with us.”
The POTS facility had two
additional levels, each dedicated
to a different type of community
service. The second floor provides

Neighborhood leaders support
local community developments
By Jennifer Hoewe
CVL Laker Life Editor

Members of Grand Valley
State University’s Women’s
Center will come together to
discuss concerns for community
development and the future of
local neighborhoods.
The Women’s Center will
co-sponsor a discussion panel
at 6 p.m. on Jan. 18, featuring
seven inner-city women, that
will focus on the development
of the Women’s Center’s
newest
program.
Healthy
Neighborhood Leaders. The
program, which will take place
in the Loosemore Auditorium
on GVSU’s Pew Campus, will
use its trained members and
spokeswomen to serve the local
community.
“The Women’s Center is
focusing on making connections
with the community.
said
Jo Ann Wassenaar, assistant
director of the Women s Center.
“This program will help to
embrace the Grand Valley

campus by offering these
discussions.”
Spokeswomen
at
the
discussion underwent a six
week training process to
prepare for leadership roles in
the community. Meeting once a
week, each woman was taught
to utilize her leadership skills
through door-to-door outreach
with community members.
“Individuals were chosen
who showed interest in learning
to become leaders in their Grand
Rapids area neighborhoods, but
had no exposure to training or
mentoring," Wassenaar said.
“These women were taught
how to make a change in their
neighborhood through activism,
networking and supporting each
other.”
Lighthouse
Communities,
a co-sponsor of Healthy
Neighborhood Leaders, had the
original idea for the program,
Wassenaarsaid.OliviaPetersand
Kaytie Robinson, neighborhood
coordinators for Lighthouse
Communities, organized the

program’s establishment.
“We want our neighborhood
organizations
to
continue
pressing
the
issue
of
sustainability,” Peters said. “We
are encouraging community
work beginning at the grassroots
level.”
This social service program
begins in the surrounding
community,
Peters
added.
The Baxter and Garfield Park
communities will receive the
major concentration of the
program.
“The women chosen to lead
the program were located in
one of the two communities we
have chosen to address.” Peters
said. "Each woman was hand
selected by us.”
The women will each address
an issue in their respective
neighborhoods. Issue topics
will be relevant to community
growth during their training,
Peters said.
“The women have chosen
several
projects.
including
issues involved with local senior

I

citizens and the development
of youth programs,” she said.
“They started pairing with local
colleges, which will provide
extra support over the next
couple months.”
Involvement
of college
students with the Healthy
Neighborhood Leaders projects
and attending the discussion
panel gives students a chance
to be involved in community
activities, Wassenaar said.
“The Women’s Center hopes
to give students a connection
with the community and an
opportunity for involvement in
real life situations," she said.
The discussion will be
accompanied by a graduation
ceremony for the seven women
who completed their leadership
training, Wassenaar said.
“In the discussion, we hope
to convey that community
development is headed to the
streets," Peters said. “That
is where the real community
development work is going to
happen.”

the homeless with counselors who
offer advice on financially stable
lifestyles, Whin said. The third
floor is reserved as a transitional
residence for six men and one
married couple.
“Helping POTS made me
realize what it’s really like for the
homeless and the hungry,” Whitt
said. "New York isn’t all about the
glamour of Times Square. A lot of
people need our help.”
This trip was the first
Alternative
Winter
Break
sponsored by the GVSU Campus
Ministry. University students had
previously worked with POTS
through the Alternative Spring

Break program.
“Last spring, a group of students
went to the same location to help
POTS,” Whitt said. “We thought it
was a great idea to go back since
the program is • not government
funded, and is run on a volunteer
basis.”
POTS has scheduled q
continuous flow of volunteers to
help year-round. College students
who donate their efforts are able to
make a difference with the POTS
staff, Whitt added.
“We made connections with
people while we were there,”
Pickering said. “We’re already
trying to plan a trip back in May.”
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MURRAY

Mark Murray's
time at GVSU

continued from page AI

March 2001: Murray selected
as the third president of GVSU,
following Arend “Don" Lubbers,
who held the position for 32
years.
April 2002: Murray asks Gayle
Davis, the associate vice president
for Academic Affairs at Wichita
State University, to be provost.
November 2002: Murray plays
a role in ensuring money from a
tobacco settlement will still go to
education.

Murray's
moments
ul GVSU

December 2002: The GVSU
football team wins its first-ever
National Championship.
September 2003: GVSU
dedicates the Cook-DeVos Center
for Health Sciences in Grand
Rapids.
December 2003: The GVSU
Laker football team brings home
its second consecutive national
title.
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January 2005: Murray joins the
Meijer Board of Directors.
October 2005: Ground is broken
on the John C. Kennedy Hall of
Engineering, a 51,800 square foot
building that will increase the
amount of engineering space at
the university.
December 2005: Both the Laker
volleyball and football teams
bring National Championship
titles to Allendale.
January 2006: Murray
announces he will leave GVSU to
become the president of Meijer,
Inc.

PROCESS
continued from page At
passed by the board:
♦Gather input from members
of the university community
and the people outside it on
the needs of GVSU and the
qualifications for the next
president,
♦Advertise for the position,
♦Solicit nominations and
applications from a diverse
group
of
well-qualified
persons,
♦Receive, respond to and
record all applications and
nominations,
♦Use
the
“Leadership
Criteria” to screen applicants,
♦Select
and
interview

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

semifinalist candidates,
♦Help check references and
backgrounds of semifinalists,
♦Ensure that candidates
receive
the
appropriate
information
about
the
university and the presidency
throughout the process, and
♦Ensure the confidentiality
of
applicants
and
the
committee’s
dialogue
is
maintained, and
♦The chair of the PSAC will
provide information on the
progress of the search to the
PSC. The PSAC and the PSC
may also meet as needed.
As when Murray was chosen
president, a search firm will
“probably” be used during the
selection process. Brooks said.

She added she does not expect
there to be any obstacles to
finding a new president.
“I feel very positive about
it,” she said. “I have to believe
there are going to be a lot of
people out there that would
like to have this position.”
According to the “Learning
Criteria” established by the
board, Murray’s successor
should be a visionary, academic
leader, effective administrator,
community developer and
resource acquirer, and have
effective personal skills.
The criteria also states that
while experience in higher
education is preferred, those
who have administered a
large organization at a senior

university. Those from GVSU
have given him mixed reactions,
similar to ones he had when the
offer from Meijer originally came
forth, he said.
“1 love this university, and I
think the people I work with know
that, and we work well together, and
d so there’s some disappointment,”
Murray said. “When I’m here on
campus, I still have some mixed
feelings.”
When chosen president in
2001, Murray said he hoped to
stabilize the growth of campus and
continue increasing the quality of
the university’s offerings. He also
wanted to improve the diversity of
campus and have better support for
students.
While some things — such
as die enriching of campus life
— happened more quickly than
he expected, Murray said “the
depth and length” Of the state of
Michigan’s economic hard times
has been surprising. By now, he
added, he expected the state would
have authorized a new GVSU
library.
Even though GVSU has
fared “relatively better than other
schools” in the battle for funds,
Above: President Murray and his wife
Elizabeth celebrate at the 2005 NCAA
tuition increases are larger than they
Division II Football National Championship.
would have liked, Murray said.
(CVL Archive / faslyn Gilbert)
Murray, who served as state
treasurer and budget director
Left: Gov. Jennifer Granholm joined GVSU
under former Gov. John Engler
students, John C. Kennedy III, President
before coming to GVSU, said it
Murray and many other administrators,
is “critical” for his successor to
government officials, faculty and
continue working with the state
community members to help pull down
legislature.
a wall and reveal plans for the new
engineering facility on Oct. 14. (CVL Archive
“We’ve got a very effective
/ Anna Schwallier)
team here,” Murray said. “There’s
already a very strong presence
for Grand Valley, and I was able
to add to that strength, given my
I experience.”
The president of the university
needs to spend time in Lansing
in order to “make the case” for
GVSU’s funding, he said. Even
though it has gotten higher
percentage increases than other
j universities in the state, GVSU
| remains the lowest-funded.
I
“We’ve had some progress, but
| there’s still more progress to be
1 had,” Murray said.
While the number and quality of
applicants, and first year retention
rate of students has improved
Above:
during
the course of his tenure
President Mark Murray and Trustee Noreen Myers share
at the university, Murray said he
a laugh before the Board of Trustees meeting on Friday.
hopes to see GVSU retain even
During the meeting on the Pew Campus, the Board set
more students after the first year.
guidelines for the search for GVSU’s next president. (CVL /
When Murray looks ahead to
Anna Schwallier)
the future of GVSU, he said he
Left:
anticipates it being a medium-sized
Kristin Connolly accepts her diploma from President
university that is passionate about
Murray during the 2005 fall commencement ceremony at
teaching its students and one that is
Van Andel Arena. (CVL Archive/Anna Schwallier)
known for its teaching.
“I think there’s lots of good
things ahead for Grand Valley,”
Murray said.
level will also be considered.
Murray had limited experience
in higher education when he
became president.
“Indeed, the ideal would
be to have a Ph D. candidate,
but the door is wide open for
some advanced degree and
experience,” Johnson said.
Johnson said she had
hoped Murray would serve
as president for 10 years,
but thought seven was more
realistic. Instead, he served
just more than four and a half
years.
“But the momentum of the
university is tremendous,” she
said. “There is an incredible
team. We are an outstanding
teaching university and want

to continue that, and I think
the universal sentiment of the
board is that we are on the
right path.”
Even though GVSU has
been
successful
during
Murray’s time as president,
that success is the result of
the team of employees at the
university, not just Murray,
Brooks said.
That group of students,
faculty, staff, administration
and board members will
help make the next president
successful as well. Brooks
said.
“We have such a solid team
here,” she said. “I like to call it
a GVSU family.”

The following will serve on
the Presidential Search
Advisory Committee
•Trustee Donna Brooks (chair)
•Trustee Jos£ Infante
•Trustee Lucille Taylor
•Trustee Kate Pew Wolters
•Six faculty members
•Two deans
•Three university staff members
•One Student Senate
representative
•One Alumni Association
representative
•One representative of the public
•GVSU Vice President for
Planning and Equity Patricia
Oldt (ex officio)
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Little room for mistakes

Number ( t uikher

By Jayson Bussa
GVL Sports Editor

Pnor to Thursday’s loss against
Michigan Tech, the Grand
Valley State University women's
basketball team went on an eight
game winning tear. The streak
dates back to Nov. 28 with then
72-50 win over Aquinas College.
During their streak, the Lakers
also knocked off four conference
opponents Mercyhurst College,
Ferris State University,
Northwood University and
Saginaw Valley State University.
The Lakers are currently 4-1 in
the Great Lakes Conference and
11-3 overall.

104
On Dec. 28, the GVSU men’s
basketball team put 104 points
on the board in its 104-57 win
over Lock Haven. In the highly
offensive effort, every GVSU
player scored. Lead scorer for
the Lakers was Pete Trammell
with 18 points, while Callistus
Eziukwu had 13 and Dan Redder
had 11. The Lakers also outrebounded Lock Haven 58-27.

CVL Archive/ Kile Brown

Taking a shot: Sophomore center Callistus Eziukwu attempts to make a

basket during an earlier game against Grace Bible.

'Hie Great l^akes Conference
for men’s basketball often leaves
little room for error.
The Lakers now know that,
after dropping two conference
competitions out of their six games
played. GVSU currently sits at
third place in the North Division.
When the South Division is
factored into the equation, five
teams have a better conference
record than the Lakers.
“It’s |the GLIAC conference!
pretty balanced every single year,”
head coacfy Ric Wesley said. “Last
year the South Division was a bit
more dominant but this year it’s
pretty balanced.”
One of the conference losses
came dunng winter break when
the Lakers fell to the Huskies
of Michigan Tech [4-3, 5-8].
However, the Lakers finished with
a record of 4-1 overall.
“If you look at it as a whole,
we’re really happy,” Wesley said.
“We had some big wins.”
On Dec. 20 and Dec. 28, the

Lakers scored a pair of non
conference, home wins. The leakers
Uxik down Northern Kentucky by
a score of 60-47 on Dec. 20, and
pumped up their offense on Dec.
28 by knocking off Lock Haven
with a score of 104-57.
Junior center Dan Redder
led the Lakers in scoring against
Northern Kentucky. Redder had
10 points with three rebounds and
three blocks.
Redder also scored 11 against
Lxick Haven, but was topped by
fellow teammates, freshman guard
Pete Trammell, who scored 18,
and sophomore center Callistus
Eziukwu, who scored 13. On the
way to the GVSU’s 104 points,
every member of the Laker roster
put points on the board.
“We’ve done well on offense,”
Wesley said. “We put an emphasis
on playing fast.”
The Lakers plowed through
their non-conference schedule on
Dec. 30 with an 83-66 win over
Aquinas College.
The Lakers battled back against
the Saints, who had piled together
a 44-39 halftime lead. GVSU put
up the first 15 points of the second

half to grab the solid lead and
victory.
Sophomore
guard
Jason
Jamerson led GVSU in scoring
with his 26 points. Jamerson
hit seven three-point field goals
on nine attempts. Senior guard
Courtney James also had 17 points
in the game.
To ring in the new year, GVSU
took on a pair of conference foes
on the road. Jan. 5 brought the
Lakers a 61-52 loss at the hands
of Michigan Tech. However, the
Lakers rebounded last Saturday
with a 78-71 win over Northern
Michigan University [4-1,7-6).
The Lakers’ offense grew
stagnant in their most recent loss
against Michigan Tech on Jan. 5.
James was the only Laker who
scored in the double digit figures
with 17 points. The Lakers shot 35
percent from the field.
“It was an extremely, extremely
physical game.” Wesley said. “We
didn’t fare well in it.”
The Lakers have an opportunity
to climb higher in the North
Division on Thursday in a home
game against Lake Superior State
University.

5,ooo
Senior Mandi Zemba broke
a school record for the 5,000meter run at the GVSU Holiday
Open in Allendale on Dec.
16. Zemba ran the race in 16
minutes, 53.29 seconds, breaking
Krista O’Dell’s record of
1 17:06.61. Zemba’s run was also
an NCAA Qualifying time.
“Mandi was impressive again
in picking up where she left off
. from a season ago,” said head
coach Jerry Baltes.

Lakers ready
Grand Valley State University’s track teams set goals,
prepare for upcoming season
By Jayson Bussa
GVL Sports Editor

'

At the GVSU Holiday Open
in Allendale, the men’s track
team finished with three NCAA
qualifying times. Nate Peck
scored one of the finishes in
the 5,000-meter run with a time
of 14 minutes, 30.74 seconds.
John Collins won the 800-meter
run with a time of 1:54.09, and
Dan Jackson placed first in
the 55-meter hurdles, clocking
in at 7.64 seconds. The next
competition for the Lakers is the
Mike Lints Laker Challenge on
Jan. 20 in Allendale.

USC:
The dynasty
that wasn't
By William Selles
GVL Staff Writer

For the past four months,
all of the sports talk in Los
Angeles — and around the
country for that matter — was
centered on the University of
Southern California Trojans.
Quarterback Matt Leinart was
the 2004 Heisman Trophy
winner, and running back
Reggie Bush went on to win
this year’s award. After a
dominant 2004 campaign,
many thought USC unbeatable
this season.
The alleged USC dynasty
began in 2003 when the 34game winning streak began.
USC went on to beat the
University of Michigan in the
Rose Bowl 28-14. The win
vaulted USC to No. 1 in the
AP poll, but it was LSU that
won the real BCS National
Championship over previously
unbeaten Oklahoma.
The Trojans opened
the 2004 season hot and
continued throughout, capping
the season with a national
championship, the 23rd
consecutive win. However, the
2004 national championship
was indecisive.
Auburn ran the table to a
perfect 12-0 record in 2004,
including five wins over the
top 15 teams, but was left out
of the National Championship
game...

Want to read more?
Visit www.lanthom.com

run

With a school record already
snapped by the women this year.
Grand Valley State University’s
track team looks to keep the bar
high in its level of competition.
“There is not doubt we have
built a tradition that we expect to
compete for a GLIAC title each
year,” said head coach Jerry
Baltes. “In addition, we want to
get as many student athletes to
the national championships each
season. Bottom line is we need
to stay focused on ourselves
and work as hard as we can do
become the best that we can
be.”
Both the men’s and women’s
teams looked to get back in the
swing of things at the GVSU
Holiday Open on Dec. 16.
Five members of the women’s
team recorded NCAA qualifying
times, while senior Mandi
Zemba shattered a school record
in the 5,(XX)-meter run. The
men’s team had three players
with qualifying times. While the
men’s start wasn’t disappointing
to Baltes, he said he sees room
for improvement.
“This was a solid start for us to
see where we are at.” Baltes said.
“We have some great potential,
but we also understand we have
a long way to go [and) a lot of
work to do to accomplish what
we want.”
The three Lakers for the
men’s side to score NCAA
qualifying times were the pack
of sophomores Nate Peck, John
Collins and Dan Jackson.
Peck finished the 5.000meter run in first place overall
with a time of 14 minutes, 30.74
seconds. Peck’s finish put him
more than a half minute in front

of second place senior Nic Gatlin,
who competed unattached, but is
from GVSU’s team.
Collins finished first in the
800-meter run with a time of
1:54.09, while Jackson took the
55-meter hurdles race with a
time of 7.64.
“Everything is a process
that starts with the small goals;
practice everyday,” Baltes said.
“Once we understand the process
of getting better everyday, the
big goals will come.”
The women’s five NCAA
qualifying times were spotlighted
by Zemba’s time of 16:53.29 in
the 5,000-meter run to break
Krista O’Dell’s former school
record of 17: 06.61.
“Mandi was impressive again
in picking up where she left off
from a season ago,” Baltes said.
The Lakers remained strong
in the 5,000-meter run as
sophomore Karlie Singleton and
freshman Laura Aderman set
NCAA qualifying times, as well
as finished in second and third.
Singleton finished in 17:18.76,
while Aderman finished in
17:57.44.
The
remaining
NCAA
qualifying finishes came from
the field events where junior
Rachel Duthler finished sixth
place in pole vault with a height
of 11-6. Sophomore Lindsey
Jones also finished the event at
a height of 11-6.
“We always have some of our
athletes that do a great job over
break and some do an average
job,” Baltes said. “The first two
weeks back after break will [be]
important to get some great
training in and stay healthy at
the same time.”
The Lakers will return
to action on Jan. 20 in the
Fieldhouse for the Mike Lints
Laker Challenge.

GRAND VALLE

CVL Archive

Pressing on: Rebecca Kaminski and Erica Hilty compete in the 55-meter hurdles in an earlier meet

Women's team takes the court in Hawaii
expanded their winning streak
to seven consecutive games.
GVL Sports Editor
The
Lakers
defeated
Valdosta
State
handily
by a
The Grand Valley State
University women’s basketball score of 60-39. The Lakers
team (5-1, 12-3) made a trip to had control of the game by
Kilauea, Hawaii, but instead halftime, as they mounted a
of bathing in the beating sun of 33-18 lead. Plitzuweit said she
the islands, the Lakers labored did not think it was a matter of
hard against No. 11 Valdosta Valdosta State being taken out
of their element, but the GVSU
State University.
The event was part of the defense deserves a lot of credit
Hoop ‘N Surf Classic on Dec. for playing tough and having a
lot of “pop in their legs.”
20 and Dec. 21.
Senior forward Niki Reams
“We wanted to take this
led
the Lakers in scoring with
trip for a number of reasons,”
head coach Dawn Plitzuweit a double-double. Reams scored
said. “It was a sort of bonding 27 points in the game while
experience for the girls, but grabbing down 12 rebounds.
we also wanted to see some of Reams’ performance was one of
the best competition that we the main factors that crowned
. her Great Lakes Conference
could.”
The Lakers made the long Player of the Week.
Sophomore guard Crystal
trip worth their while as they
defeated Valdosta State and Zick also netted 12 points.
“It was nice to play them
also scored a win against
Dominican (N.Y.). The wins on a neutral court.” Plitzuweit
said. “Our defense really

By Jayson Bussa

CVL Archive / Lha Marie Zaveiky

lump shot: Freshman (enny Steffan

flys in for two points as two Calvin
defenders try to distract her in a an
earlier game. Steffan recorded two
jumpers at the game

stepped up and in turn, our
offense started to respond as
well.”
Before the Lakers left the
island, they handed Dominican
a 67-50 loss. Reams had
another double-double, scoring
21 points and 10 rebounds.
Junior guard Erika Ryskamp
had 11 points and five assists,
while junior forward Julia
Braseth had eight points and
10 rebounds.
When the Lakers returned
home, they kept their winning
ways alive with a home-court
victory
over
WisconsinParkside, but suffered a
conference loss to Michigan
Tech (6-1, 10-3) on the road.
Reams and Zick led the
Lakers in their 84-46 win
over Wisconsin-Parkside on
Dec. 30, as they both scored
16 points. The Lakers shot 50
percent from the floor in the
game.
On the road in Houghton,

Mich., on Jan. 5, a 58-55
Laker lead with 3:58 to go
was not enough for GVSU to
hold on to, as they fell to the
Huskies. The Lakers went on a
four-minute scoring drought as
Michigan Tech yanked away
the game, and now sits on top
of the North Division of the
GLIAC.
“The game is over, and there
is nothing we can do about it
now,” Plitzuweit said. “It is
now the job of us as coaches
to turn this into a learning
experience.”
Zick led the Lakers in
scoring with 15 points. Reams
(12), Ryskamp (11) and Braseth
(10) all scored in double digits
as well.
The
Lakers
rebounded
on Saturday with an 81-55
win over Northern Michigan
University. The Lakers will
continue action on Thursday
at home against Lake Superior
State University.
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Throwers set for new season
By Sarah Hawley
GVL Staff Writer

Freshman thrower Emily Fox
led the way to a solid start for the
Grand Valley State University
track and held team with a first
place finish at the GVSU Holiday
Open in December. She landed a
47 -foot, 5 1/4-inch in the weight
throw
Fox made it through the tough
transition from high school to
college, where the season is much
longer.
“Coming out of high school,
your season goes for three
months," said Charles Smith,
a junior and fellow thrower.
“Whereas in college, the season
starts at the beginning of August
and ends at the end of May.”
Smith competed for the Lakers
for a few seasons, claiming
third place at the Great Lakes
Conference IndoorChampionships
in 2003-2004. He also earned top
marks to qualify for the NCAA
Indoor Championships.
Smith said the biggest relief
was seeing himself and the other
throwers make it through fall
training and winter break without
injuries.
“It feels good to know that
we’re in a position with our health
to make it through the rest of the
season,” Smith said.
Other veterans and newcomers
fill out the Laker roster with high
hopes of heading to nationals for
the second time in two years.
On the women’s side. Fox is
joined by freshmen Lisa Roberts
and Jenn Hawely, junior Morgan
Acre and senior Lindsey Jacob.
Four sophomores, Mary Bogner,
Sarah Grewe, Krystyle Hoover
and Kathie Posa, round out the
pack of throwers.

Jacob placed fourth in the
GLIAC Outdoor Championship
in 2(X)4 with a 113-foot, 11-inch
throw in the javelin.
The men add four freshmen,
Nicholas
Schweitzer,
Nate
Grabowski, Ahmed Mahr and
Mitch Bosch to their squad of nine
throwers. Juniors Casey Fechter,
Nick Natale and Kevin Kimpel,
along with senior Josh Hams,
complete the roster.
Harris is a transfer from
Saginaw Valley State University,
where he threw the discus 161
feet, 5 inches for the GLIAC’
Champion Title last season.
Last season many athletes
made the trip to the National
Championship wearing GVSU
colors, but the team finished in
eighth place overall.
"Going
back
with
the
experience we’ve gained, and
coming off of a great fall sports
season, we are trying to use that

momentum for our season,” Smith
said.
Now that winter break is over,
the team is focused on getting
back into rhythm, said head coach
Jerry Baltes.
“Some of our athletes did
a great job of working out and
staying in shape, but there were
a handful of kids that did not do
as much as needed,” Baltes said.
"We will need to work very hard
and smart the next few weeks, and
get back in a position to make the
strides needed to reach all of our
goals.”
In 2(X)4, 10 women and
12 men made it to the NCAA
Championships
in
Boston.
The team’s goal is to meet this
previous total, but with hopes of
adding more, Baltes added.
“This year we need to get there
and score a few more points, and
make a run at a top four finish,”
Baltes said.

.

CVL Archive

| Throwing long: Kathie Posa competes during the GVSU Eubanks Open

indoor track meet last year.
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"On the men’s side we have a criticism.”
The last goal is to simply win.
great group of hurdlers,” Baltes
he said.
* J
said.
“If everyone has the mindset
Hurdling is typically the first
event on the track each meet. that they are going to win, then
Jackson, who is battling a minor somebody will attain that honor”
injury, said the team’s energy is Jackson said.
By Sarah Hawley
Collins set a school record
what pumps them up to get the
meet started.
in die 2003-2004 season with u
GVL Staff Writer
“We are a close team, and that 7:44.01 time in the 4x800-meter
is something you won’t find at at the Gina Relays. He also placed
Members of the Grand Valley
many schools,” he added.
No. 6 at the GLIAC Outdoor
State University men’s team shot
The hurdlers have three mam Championships in the 800-meter
out from the starting blocks and
goalsthisseason,
run.
crossed the finish line with three
Jackson
said.
For the female
NCAA qualifying times in the
hurdlers, it is
The conference
opening meet, jump-starting a
has slots for
“We are a
junior Jenniltr
new season for running.
four
athletes
O’Shesky atof)
close team, and that is
Three sophomores, Nate Peck,
per event, and
the pack. She
John Collins and Dan Jackson,
then there are something you won’t find
won the 55each landed a first place title with
eight slots in
at
many
schools."
meter hurdles at
the fastest pace around the track.
the finals. He
the Great Lakes
Peck nailed his time in the 5.0CX)said one of the
Conference
meter run, Collins in the 800group’s goals is
Championships
meter run and Jackson in the 55to have GVSU
in 2(X)4 and
DAN
jACKSON
meter hurdles.
fill in four of the
claimed
third
GVSU
SOPHOMORE
The hurdlers have a young
eight spots in
in
the
400:
group with only one senior,
the finals. Their
meter
hurdles
Joe LeFevre, and two juniors,
second
goal
in the Outdoor
Kevin DeWitt and Mike Stowe.
reflects team spirit and support, he Championships.
Sophomore
Garron
Lucius
added.
“She is coming off of a
qualified for the outdoor nationals.
Jackson said the goal is to breakthrough year.” Baltes said.
Head track and field coach Jerry
“always be there for one another “We feel she can continue to do
Baltes said he hopes Lucius and
no matter what and support each some great things.”
Jackson both make it to the final
other in any way that we can,
Senior Rebecca Kaminski,
meets this season.
even if that means constructive juniors Ali Beach and Erica Hilty
and a pair of sophomores, Katie
Kruse and Jen Tulpa. along with
O’Shesky, are forces leading
GVSU to top finishes over the
hurdles.
Senior Mandi Zemba broke
another schixil record while
reaching a national qualifying tirtle
in the 5,(XX)-meter run. Zemba has
the cross country National Title
now in the background, with new
for Grand Rapids, Holland, Muskegon,
strides to make.
Mt. Pleasant, Lansing, Detroit
Sophomore and freshman
combo Karlie Singleton and
& Kalamazoo area restaurants
Laura Aderman both set NCAA
qualifying times in the 5,(XX)meter run.
Upperclassmen are taking on
big leadership roles as part of the
dynasty council. Baltes said. This
council expands from the track
to the classroom with mentoring,
For more information
leading study tables and even
contact Alliance Service
helping with fundraising.
“We have a great core of
adcoyle@gmail.com
leaders,” he said.

The Lakers pulled in
three NCAA
qualifying times during
their opening meet
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Track squad outlines ,
its goals for the season
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Reams Named GLIAC
Player of the Week
»,

For the second time this
year. Grand Valley State
University senior forward Niki
fleams was named Great Lakes
Conference player of the week
on Jan. 3.
Reams
had
a
strong
performance prior to Jan. 3,
fading the Lakers to three
irins, one of which was against
No. 11 Valdosta State.
*\ Reams nearly averaged a
double-double for the week
with an average of 21.3 points
and 9.7 rebounds per game.
Reams also averaged 3.3 steals
and three assists.
In the Lakers victory over
Valdosta State, Reams scored
a week-high 27 points with
12 rebounds. She followed
up with an additional double
double of 21 points and 10
rebounds against Dominican.
“She’s really a player that
has the ability to do it on
both ends,” said head coach
Dawn Plitzuweit. “It’s easy
for people to see what is done
on the offensive side, but it’s
what people don’t see on the
defensive side that matters as
well.”

Perfect Teams Top
GLIAC Basketball
In both men’s and women’s
Great
Lakes
Conference
basketball, teams with perfect
conference records sit at the
w of the divisions.
* Northern Michigan (4-0, 75) and Ferris State (4-0, 7-6)
lead the men’s North Division,
s*bove Grand Valley State
University, which has two
conference losses. Hillsdale
(4-0, 8-5) is in first place in
the South Division.
For the women. Michigan
Tech .(6-0, 10-2) is in first
place in the North Division,
a single game above Grand
Valley, who lost to them on
Thursday.
Hillsdale
tops
the South Division with a
conference record of 4-0 and
overall record of 8-5.

Kircus Signs with
Broncos
Former Grand Valley State
JJniversity and Detroit Lion
wide receiver David Kircus
signed a three-year free agent
contract with the Denver
Broncos.
Kircus was also offered
deals from the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers and the Seattle
Seahawks.
Kircus worked
out in front of Buccaneer
representatives,
but
was
offered a deal by the Seahawks
without visiting.
Kircus said he is confident
he will be able to score a spot
on the active Broncos roster,
according to a story in the
Grand Rapids Press. Prior
to this year. Kircus rpent
two seasons with the Lions
contributing on the practice
squad in 14 games. He was
released during pre-season
training camp this year.
According to the story,
Kircus said the Lions fired the
wrong man when they released
head coach Steve Mariucci,
but is thankful they chose him
in the sixth round of the 2003
NFL Draft.
“They let me live my dream
of being a Detroit Lion,”
Kircus is quoted as saying in
the story. “Not everybody gets
to do that.”

CVL Archive

Flying through th* air: Bill Makela competes in the long

jump during a meet last year.

Stop by our office, or call us,
for more information.
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Vaulters, jumpers score
second place marks
By Sarah Hawley
GVL Staff Writer

The pole vaulters and triple,
high and long jumpers are leaping
above the bar set last year.
A round of second place marks
filled the opening statistics sheets.
With a few years’ experience
behind senior pole vaulter Brian
Beach, he earned a second place
finish in the opener. Beach cleared
a 15-foot, 3-inch height to take
third in the Great Lakes Conference
Outdoor Championships in 2004.
The season before. Beach won the
indoor finals with a similar vault
of 15 feet, 3 inches.
As a high school Division II
State Champion in the pole vault,
sophomore Michael Fisher joined
the GVSU roster. He finished at
No. 5 in the opener. Senior Justin
Copenhaver, junior Scott Levering
and freshmen Brandon Mabry,
Jarrod Tuinstra, Phil Wheeler
and Bryant Wilson complete the
vaulting squad.
For the women, junior Rachel
Duthler and sophomore Lindsey
Jones are back, filling in the stat
sheets at No. 6 and No. 7 in the
opening meet. Last season, they
battled and switched leaders in the
final marks. They set new GVSU
records and broke them the next
week.
Duthler came out with the
indoor championship title for
2004, and garnered the same title
for the outdoor finals.
“We should have a very strong
vault crew on both sides,” said
Jerry Baltes, head coach for the
track and field teams. “The women
look like they should be on their
way to do very well at the NCAA
Championships.”

A pair of juniors landed in No.
2 spots for both the men’s and
women’s high jump at the GVSU
Holiday Open.
Aside from second place in
the season opener, Mike Stowe
took sixth at the GLIAC Indoor
Championships in 2004. He also
runs some of the hurdle events
for the Lakers, where he broke
a schixil record in the 4<X)-meter
hurdles.
Meredith DeVries is back
on the roster after winning the
GLIAC Outdixir Championships
in the high jump. She posted 5
feet, 3 inches for the title. DeVries
topped oft her title with the Rookie
of the Year Award.
Another conference champion
is senior Pam Treppa. She took
second in the long jump during the
first meet of this indoor season, hut
her jump of 18 feet. 6 inches earned
the top spot indixirs in 2004. Treppa
carried this success to the outdixir
season with a second place finish
in the triple jump for the GLIAC
Outdixir Championship. These
accomplishments gave Treppa
provisionally qualifying marks for
the National Championships in
the long jump both seasons.
Four freshmen have found
a place in the jumper’s line-up.
Adding to Treppa are junior
Victoria Stanton and sophomore
Katy Kern.
The men’s side has just one
freshman on the roster, along with
two sophomores and senior Kenny
Coleman to round out the jumping
section. Coleman posted a third
place finish in the GLIAC Indoor
Championships and a second place
in the Outdoor Championships last
season for the long jump.

7.006'

Check out our new website:
www.countryplaceapartments.com

NOW
LEASING
for Next School Year!
JL-

Hoekstra congratulates GVSU
on championships
Michigan Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-Holland) congratulated the
Grand Valley State University football team on another national
title.
“Grand Valley State University has developed a reputation at
the national level for excellence in both academics and athletics,”
Hoekstra said. “In the span of one week, the GVSU women’s
volleyball team won the first-ever national championship — the
school’s first championship in any women’s sport — and the Laker
men’s football team won its third championship in five years. I
congratulate both on such significant accomplishments.”
The GVSU victory also lifted Hoekstra to a win against Missouri
Rep. Sam Graves in a friendly bet that they wagered before the
game took place. Graves and his staff catered a meal from Pagliai’s
Pizza for the enjoyment of Hoekstra and his staff. Pagliai’s is a
pizza restaurant near the Northwest Missouri State Campus, the
school that the Lakers ousted in the finals 21-17. Graves delivered
the pizza to Hoekstra sporting a GVSU Championship hat and Tshirt.
“I commend my good friend Sam Graves for his excellent
display of sportsmanship in following through on our friendly
wager,” Hoekstra said. “The Lakers and Bearcats played an intense
game..., but fortunately for me and my staff. Grind Valley’s talented
scholar athletes again brought home the championship title."
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Winter-Weary?
Head for the Gardens
on the Double!
Come because it’s summertime in our
tropical garden.

Come for the stark beauty of trees etched on
the winter sky.
Cxmic to play, to wander, to warm your soul.
We’ve made it easy with two offers.
Pick whichever you wish.
But come.

One Free Adult or
Senior w ith ()ne
Paid Adult or Senior
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Doctors to take Ariel Sharon out of coma GVL di§est
Families bid farewell to 12
killed in mine
TALLMANSVILLE,
W.Va.
(AP) — As families and friends
of 12 men killed in a coal mine
explosion begin saying goodbye
with bowed heads and quiet
prayers, the wife of the disaster’s
sole survivor will try to awaken
him with the sounds of his favorite
heavy metal band.
The first visitations for the
victims of the Sago Mine tragedy
were scheduled Saturday, and six
funerals were planned tor Sunday.
“When we lose one, the
whole nation’s miners mourn,’’
said Bob Friend, acting deputy
assistant secretary of labor for the
federal Mine Safety and Health
Administration.
An eight-person team has
been appointed by the MSHA
to investigate Monday’s blast. It
killed one miner immediately and
11 more who were found nearly 42
hours later huddled together behind
a plastic curtain erected to keep out
deadly carbon monoxide.
The lone survivor found among
those corpses, 26-year-old Randal
McCloy Jr., remains critically ill
in a medically induced coma at a
Pittsburgh hospital. Doctors believe
he has brain damage from severe
oxygen deprivation.

AP Photo / [milio Morenatli

Stepping in: Israeli acting Prime Minister Ehud Olmert gestures during a press conference in Jerusalem on Sunday. Olmert promised to "carry out the wishes" of the incapacitated Ariel Sharon, a pledge

U.S. sailor arrested on
murder, robbery charges
in Japan

meant to signal that Sharon's potential heir would carry on his political legacy.

Israeli Prime Minister
remains in critical
condition following stroke
By Josef Federman
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM (AP) — A scan
of Ariel Sharon’s brain showed
improvement Sunday, and doctors
will start bnnging the Israeli prime
minister out of his medically
induced coma Monday, a hospital
official said.
Hadassah Hospital director Dr.
Shlomo Mor-Yosef said Sharon
remained in critical condition,
but his vital signs, including the
pressure inside his skull, were
normal.
“His condition is still serious but
stable, and there is improvement in
the CT picture of the brain,” he told
reporters outside the hospital.
Bringing Sharon. 77, out of the
coma is an important step toward
assessing the extent of any brain
damage he suffered from a massive
stroke Wednesday.
Doctors initially planned to
halt the coma-inducing sedatives
Sunday but decided to wait another
day after performing the new scan.

Mor-Yosef said the latest
scan showed that Sharon’s brain
swelling had decreased, his blood
pressure and the pressure inside his
skull were within normal range,
and his cerebral spinal fluid was
draining well.
Sharon did not have a fever,
Mor-Yosef said.
“In light of all these factors, the
panel of experts decided to start the
process of taking him out of the
sedation tomorrow morning,” he
said. “This all depends, of course,
on whether the prime minister
makes it until tomorrow morning
without any significant incidents.”
On Saturday, one of Sharon’s
surgeons ruled out the possibility he
would resume his duties as premier.
Dr. Jose Cohen told Channel 2 TV
that Sharon’s chances of survival
are high, but that his ability to think
and reason would be impaired.
“He will not continue to be
prime minister, but maybe he
will be able to understand and to
speak,” the Argentina-bom Cohen
told Spanish-language reporters
Saturday.
His comments, which reinforced
the widespread belief that Sharon’s
days as prime minister are over,
were published in The Jerusalem

Post.
But a senior Hadassah Hospital
official said it was too early to
assess Sharon’s prospects for
survival.
“There was expression of hopes
and thoughts ... in which some
people expressed optimism,” said
Dr. Yair Birenboim, director of the
hospital’s Ein Kerem unit. “That
was definitely an expression that
we think was premature.”
Sharon,
who
experienced
a mild stroke on Dec. 18, felt
weak Wednesday and was rushed
to Hadassah from his ranch in
southern Israel when a blood
vessel on the right side of his brain
burst, causing massive cerebral
hemorrhaging. The stroke occurred
the night before he was scheduled
to undergo a procedure to close a
hole in his heart that contributed to
the earlier stroke.
Since Wednesday, Sharon has
undergone two rounds of surgery
to stop bleeding in the brain and
to relieve pressure inside his skull.
Doctors have placed him in what
they call an induced coma - under
heavy sedation and connected to
a respirator - to give him time to
heal.
At the Israeli Cabinet’s regular

weekly meeting Sunday, Acting
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert told
ministers that Sharon would want
everyone to return to work on the
country’s pressing security, social
and economic issues.
“This we will continue to do,”
he said. “We will continue also to
carry out the wishes of Sharon, and
administer affairs as they should
be.”
Before his collapse, Sharon
appeared headed to win a third term
in office at the head of Kadima, a
new, centrist party he formed to
build on the momentum created by
his seminal summer withdrawal of
soldiers and settlers from the Gaza
Strip.
Although Israel and the
Palestinians have not managed to
use the withdrawal to jump-start
long-stalled peace talks, there had
been hope peacemaking would
resume after Palestinian elections
in January and Israeli balloting in
March.
It is far from clear if Olmert
or any of Sharon’s other potential
successors would have the
charisma, credibility and hardcharging spirit that helped him to
begin carrying out the historic task
of drawing Israel’s final borders.

King Abdullah II of Jordan
called Olmert on Saturday to
express “hope that the Mideast
peace process would not be
affected by any circumstances and
developments surrounding Ariel
Sharon’s illness,” Jordan’s official
Petra news agency reported.
Israelis from all walks of life
have lamented Sharon’s likely
departure from the political scene
because, with his larger than life
persona and warrior credentials,
Sharon was widely seen as the
man most capable of untangling
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
At synagogues throughout
Israel on Saturday, the Jewish
Sabbath, worshippers set aside
political differences and prayed for
Sharon’s health.
David Zvuluni, huddled with
three other worshippers outside
his Jerusalem synagogue, said
he opposed Sharon’s Gaza
withdrawal, but at this moment
wished him only well.
“I don’t believe there’s a
synagogue in the country that’s
not praying for Sharon,” he said.
“There are just a few lunatics, but
the rest of the people of Israel are
all praying for him, even those, like
us, who opposed him.”

Two men charged in murder of two Richmond families
By Larry O’Dell
Associated Press Writer

RICHMOND, Va (AP) - Two
men arrested Saturday in the killing
of a Richmond family are also
suspected of slitting the throats of
a musician, his wife and their two
young daughters six days earlier,
police said.
All seven victims were found
bound with tape in their homes,
authorities said. The musician’s
home was set ablaze on New Year’s
Day. and the other was ransacked
Friday in what police described as
an apparent robbery.
On Saturday, as detectives in
two states were tracking down the
suspects, more than 1,400 people
packed into a Richmond theater to
remember the victims.
Police released few details about
the two men charged in the killings,
and didn’t say if detectives had
found any personal connections
between the suspects and the
victims or any possible motive
beyond robbery
The two men were arrested in
a house in West Philadelphia by
Philadelphia police and a SWAT
team, said Capt. Benjamin Naish, a
police spokesman.
“I understand there was some
struggle, but there was no major
incident,” Naish said.
Ricky Gavon Gray, believed
to be from Arlington, ami Ray
Joseph Dandndge. both 28. were
both charged Saturday in Virginia
with conspiracy to commit murder
and auto theft. Richmond Police
Chief Rodney Monroe said at a

TOKYO (AP) - A U.S. sailor
was arrested Saturday on a murder
charge for the killing of a Japanese
woman, a Japanese police official
said.
The 21-year-old sailor was
arrested after he was transferred to
police from the U.S. Navy base in
Yokosuka, about 30 miles southwest
of Tokyo, a police official said on
condition of anonymity, citing
police branch policy.
The U.S. military previously
had agreed to hand over the sailor,
who police said admitted during
questioning that he killed 56year-old Yoshie Sato. Sato was
found beaten and unconscious in
Yokosuka on Tuesday, and later
died of internal bleeding.
The sailor, who has not been
identified, also faces a robbery
charge.

Fire destroys landmark
Chicago church
CHICAGO (AP) - The
architecture was majestic, the gospel
choir was inspiring and services at
the Pilgrim Baptist Church were
so popular that worshippers in the
1930s and ‘40s had to show up an
hour early to find a seat.
On Friday, the 115-year-old
church, an integral part of the
development of gospel music, was
destroyed by a fire so intense that
its flames and smoke could be seen
from miles away. The fire gutted the
church and collapsed its roof and
steeple. The cause wasn’t known.
“It was a landmark church.
God, it was just so beautiful.” said
Lena McLin, who was baptized at
Pilgrim as a 12-year-old in the early
1940s. “It was very spiritual - you
felt you were meeting the Lord
there”

U.S. postage rates to
increase Sunday

*

AP Photo / USPS

Scene of Ihe crime: Police tape surrounds the scene at a home on East Broad Rock Boulevard in south Richmond, Va , on |an. 7 Mary and Percyell Tucker,

and Mary's daughter, Ashley Tucker, were found murdered inside this home overnight on Friday. Richmond police have captured two suspects in Pennsylvania
Saturday, hours after they believe the pair bound and murdered this south Richmond family.

news conference Saturday night,
publicly connecting the two crime
scenes for the first time.
“We believe we have put an end
to what we consider seven very
serious cases in this area,” the chief
said.
It was the investigation into
Friday’s triple homicide that led
police to Dandndge and Gray,
Monroe said He said the detectives
also found evidence linking the
assailants to the four killings on
New Year’s Day. but he declined to
give specifics
Monroe said additional charges
against the two are possible once
they are returned to Virginia. He
said authorities were not looking
for anyone else in connection with

the killings.
The two sets of vicious attacks
in the span of a week cast a pall
over Richmond, a city of about
200,000.
Bryan Harvey, 49, had been
a fixture on the local rock music
scene since the mid-’80s - most
notably as guitarist and singer for
the critically acclaimed duo House
of Freaks, which released five
albums on three labels from 1987
to 1995
His wife, Kathryn Harvey, 39,
was the half-sister of actor Steven
Culp, who played Rex Van De
Kamp on “Desperate Housewives.”
She co-owned World of Mirth,
a quirky toy and novelty store in
Carytown, a 12-block stretch of

trendy boutiques, cafes and coffee
shops just west of downtown.
The couple and their daughters,
Stella, 9, and Ruby, 4, were found
in their basement, bound with
tape and with their throats cut,
authorities said.
The Harveys had invited friends
for a chili party on New Year’s Day.
Bandmate Johnny Hott, the first to
arrive, entered the unlocked front
door and was engulfed in smoke.
He shouted for a neighbor to call
911, and authorities discovered a
fire and the bodies in the basement.
Less than a week later, in another
Richmond neighborhixid. the
bodies of Percyell Tucker. 55; Mary
Baskerville. 47; and her 21-yearold daughter. Ashley Baskerville,

were found Friday, also bound with
duct tape. Monroe did not say how
the three were killed.
A makeshift memorial of flowers
and candles had built up in Kathryn
Harvey’s store during the week,
along with condolences scrawled
on a large poster and sealed letters
addressed in children’s handwriting
to Stella and Ruby.
John Morand, co-owner of a
Richmond recording studio and
Bryan Harvey’s friend for 20 years,
said Harvey was the antithesis of
the stereotypical rock musician.
“Music was a big part of his life,
but he did other things. He was a
great dad. You couldn’t get a more
normal suburban couple,” Morand
said.

It will cost Americans 2 cents
more to mail a letter starting
Sunday. First-class postage rises to
39 cents for the first ounce.
The increase follows legislation
requiring the Postal Service to place
$3 billion in an escrow account this
year. Another rate boost is likely
next year to cover rising costs for
the agency. Stamp prices last went
up in June 2002.
Many rates, such as parcel
post and advertising mail, vary by
distance or whether the material
is presorted. Rate changes taking
effect, including some estimates for
typical mailed items:
-Port card, and each additional
ounce in first class, up 1 cent to 24
cents.
-Letter to Canada or Mexico. 1
ounce, up 3 cents to 63 cents.

MARKETPLACE
100 Commons FREQUENCY

331-2460

2 Issue min.
3 - 4 Issues
5+ Issues

Calls taken 9-4, M-F
Fax: 331-2465

Bahamas Spring Break Cruise!
5 Days from $299! Includes
Meals, MTV Celebrity Parties!
Cancun, Acapulco, Jamaica
from $499!
Campus Reps
Needed!
PromoCode:31
www. springbreaktravel .com
1 -800-678-6386
Student Organizations - Let the
Lanthorn know what your or
ganization is doing. If you have
an upcoming event, stop by the
Lanthorn office at 100 Com
mons and fill out a press re
lease,
or
email
Lanthorn@gvsu.edu

PERSONALS

Student/Organizations $4.00 per insertion up to 20 words, $0.25 for each additional word.
Deadlines: Noon Friday for Monday, Noon Tuesday for Thursday

MISCELLANEOUS

Looking for help? Let the Lan
thorn set you up with people
who are looking for work! Call
331-2460 to get your search
started as soon as possible!

American Realty specializes in
college housing and has over
50 houses in the greater Grand
Rapids area. From Walker to
East Grand Rapids to Eastown
to Kentwood, we have all totally
remodeled homes that fit to
day’s student! Are you tired of
overpriced, cramped campus
housing, or 100 year old homes
with outragous utility bills, poor
parking, and etc.? Go visit our
homes online and apply today
at
www.american-realty.net
(616)726-5700

Room for Rent - A newer home,
4
bedroom,
housing,
$400/month including all utili
ties. Close to college campus
(810)695-5374

FREE 24/7!!! Lake Michigan
Credit Union students receive
FREE ATM Transactions! With 5
Campus ATMs - at the Com
mons, Kirkhof, Kleiner Com
mons, Fieldhouse, and at our
Drive-Up Kiosk© 42nd/Pierce.
LMCU offers students 24-hour
access! Free checking ac
counts, free debit cards and
free online banking and bill pay.
Join Lake Michigan Credit Un
ion - We’re with you every step
of the way!

The Lanthorn is currently look
ing for cartoonists, writers and
distribution staff for the upcom
ing school year. For more infor
mation and an application, stop
by the Lanthorn at 100 Com
mons or email business@lanthorn.com

ROOMMATES

Let Grand Valley know what
goodies you have to sell! Call
the Lanthorn to list your items
today! 331-2460

SERVICES
Try to serve Grand Valley and
the neighboring community?
Let the Lanthorn serve you by
placing your ad! Call 331-2460
to set up your ad.

"5S

And make lots of

HOUSING

$17.25 base- Appt. Customer
Sales/Service, Flexible sched
ules that work well around
classes. Scholarships possible.
All majors apply. No canvass
ing. No cold calling. Conditions
exist. Call Monday through Fri
day 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at
257-8509 or apply online at
workforstudents.com.

FOR SALE

Duplex for rent 2 bedroom
lower unit, 524 Eastern NE heat
+ water included close to CHS
building, $625/month 299-4893
FREE ROOM FOR COED. WILL
TRADE RENT FOR INTERNET
RESEARCH. MUST OWN COM
PUTER PLUS WEBPAGE CON
STRUCTION
KNOWLEDGE.
WWW.PATTIBALON@YAHOO.
COM
Rommate to share clean 4 bed
room 1 3/4 bath house. Down
town GR by the Zoo. $315 plus
utilities call 616-460-4150
Rental House. 5128 Lake Michi
gan Drive. $1,425/month. 5
Bedrooms, 2 Bath. No Pets. In
cludes garbage, lawn mowing,
and
snow
removal.
Call
895-7901

HOUSING
820 Maynard 3 bedrooms 1
bath- Great neighborhood only
8
miles
from
campus.
$ 1200/month call 560-8444
APARTMENT RENT 1/2 mile
from downtown at 196 xwayNorthwest. Remodeled 5 rooms
2 bedroom with dining room
and appliances. $550 per
month with water included or
$275 per student. 1 yr lease.
Call 616-458-1779

Whether you’re selling, leasing,
or sub-letting your home, let the
Lanthorn help! Give us a call at
331-2460 and let people know
what deals ou have to offer!

INTERNSHIPS
GVL Paid Internships * The
Grand Valley Lanthorn is offer
ing a limited number of paid in
ternships for fall: editorial illus
tration and graphic design; edi
torial assistant; business assis
tant; and advertising assistant.
Credit varies. Contact Melissa
Flores, business manager, or
A.J. Colley, editor in chief, at
the GVL office, 100 Commons.
No phone calls, please.

You do
V'oT Info?

News Tips - The GV Lanthorn
editorial staff appreciates your
news tips and story ideas.
Please help us make news
available to the public. Email
your tip to lanthorn@gvsu.edu
Want people to take advantage
of the opportunities you have to
offer? Place an ad and reach
thousands! Call the Lanthorn for
more information. 331-2460.

LOST & FOUND
Lost & Found ads are FREE for
the 1st insertion!! 25 word maxi
mum. Email Lanthorn@gvsu.edu

MISCELLANEOUS
Readers Caution - Ads appear
ing on this page may involve a
charge for phone calls, book
lets, information, CODs, etc.
Reply with caution.

mips

o£l£Vs (616) 667.2200

Drunk Driving

Criminal, Civil Matters

Fighting for your rights.

567 Baldwin in Jemson (across from Meijer/Fazoli's)

Walk in hours: M: 12-9 PM; T: 3 - 6 PM;
W/Th ; by appointment only
All services free & confidential

Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/day. No experience nec
essary. Training provided. Age
18+ okay. Call 1-800-965-6520
ext 226.

WlK'l-O l)o

FREE Pregnancy Testing

WANTED
Bartenders wanted. $250/day
potential. No experience neces
sary. Training provided. Age
18+ okay. Call 1-800-965-6520
ext. 226

>

Find a J___ or a roommate

HOUSING

Writers - Get published and get
paid. The Lanthorn accepts and
publishes articles about cam
pus issues and themes. If you
have one, email it to the editor
at editorial@lanthorn.com

Roommate needed for Country
Place. Separate bedroom, spa
cious, washer/dryer. $330/mo
includes
utilities.
Call
920-321-4337

4$ your messages
Buy and sell jm
Wish a friend a happy

$10 MINIMUM CHARGE PER INSERTION FOR NON-STUDENTS

Tell your lover you love them.
Wish a friend good luck. Lift
someone’s spirits. Put it in writ
ing. Make it public. Lanthorn
personals are a great way to let
someone know you care. Call
616-331-2460 for more informa
tion.

Looking for a new roommate?
Placing an ad in the Lanthorn is
a great way to reach all those
other people in your same
situation. Call 331-2460 today
to set up your ad!

$0.45/word
$0.40/word
$0.35/word
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Marketplace, where you can:

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

$0.50/word
$0.45/word
$0.40/word

GRANDVALLEY LANTHORN

Profess your

Allendale campus.
Credit cards accepted.

CONGRATULATIONS

COMMERCIAL DEPTS./N0N-PR0FIT
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Michael G. Walsh
GVSU Adjunct Professor
8 West Walton Avenue
Muskegon, Ml 49440

Congratulations
Champions!
Welcome Back! Lake Michigan

BIRTHDAYS

Credit Union congratulates the

Wish your friend a happy birth
day. Tell the world for just $4.00
(student pricing). Stop by the
Lanthorn office, 100 Commons,
for more details.

2005 Grand Valley State University
volleyball and football teams, as well
as cross country runner Mandi Zemba
for winning NCAA Division II
national championships!

LAKE'
MICHIGAN
CREDIT UNION
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Lake Michigan Drive Apartments
•Spacious Floor Plan

“Quiet, Convenient, Connected”

♦High Speed Internet Included

Got Questions? Get Answers

@ your library

*ln Building Laundry
*10-12 Month Leases Available
*Great Tenant Value
*Most Utilities Included
♦Conveniently Located by Campus
♦Convenient Bus Access

4415

Lake Michigan Dr.

Allendale, Ml

49401

mm

^ | 4.392.9400

www.gvsu.edu/library
616.331.3500 [Allendale]
616.331.7331 [Grand Rapids]
616.331.3928 [Holland]
616.331.5932 [CHS]
1.800.879.0581 [Off Campus]

B6

A&E

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
Monday, January 9, 2006

John Faarup, A&E Editor
arts@lanthorn.com

GVSU Art Gallery showcases
Greek and Roman artifacts
Exhibit provides insight
into the past with pieces
from Pompeii, Rome
By John Faarup
GVL A&E Editor

Pieces of the ancient world will
be on display in the Grand Valley
State University’s Art Gallery
starting today and running until
March 3.
It will showcase Greek and
Roman ceramics, architecture,
furniture and other artifacts.
In an exhibit titled “Echoes of
the Ancient World: Adaptations
of the Classical Tradition,”
artifact pieces on display focus
on concepts of status, identity and
taste.
“The roots of these concepts
can be traced directly to a
visual language used in ancient
Greece and Rome,” said Paris
Tennenhouse, GVSU exhibit
designer.
The gallery will be split
between the ancient artifacts
and works of art that have been
inspired by artifacts, said Melissa
Morison, assistant professor of the
Classics department.
The artifacts date from 800
B.C. through about 400 A.D.
Works inspired by artifacts are
from the Medieval period, the
Renaissance and the 18th, 19th
and 20th centuries. Artifacts
include engravings by Salvador
Dali, ashes from Pompeii, a brick
from the Coliseum in Rome,
sculptures of mythical figures and
furniture made in Grand Rapids.
“Grand Rapids itself is one
of the country’s most important
showcases for classical tradition
in our lives,” Morison said. “The
furniture manufactured here and
the grand homes built in Heritage
Hill are among the nation’s
foremost examples of the use of
references to Greece and Rome in
domestic architecture and home
furnishings.”
The artifacts were borrowed
from the Grand Rapids Museum
and the Muskegon Museum of
Art.
“The past helps us appreciate
the present,” Tennenhouse said.
“It gives us a richer understanding
of the world around us. This
exhibit recognizes themes and
images that continue to influence
contemporary design in our
everyday lives. We see it all around
us in clothing, art, architecture,
advertising, movies and all kinds
of other media.”
The exhibition will also
include a reception, taking place

V ’■
Courtesy of Mirt Schwartz

On the air: Mark Schwartz's "Bibk* Battles" aired on the History Channel

during the holiday break.

'Bible Battles'
broadcasts research
By Shawn Zalewski
CVL Assistant Neu>s Editor

CVL / Arm* Schwtllier
Frozen in time: The exhibit "Echoes of the Ancient World: Adaptations of Classical Tradition," will open today. It will

feature classical Creek and Roman Style. Pictured is a bronze sculpture from the early 20th century by Carl Milles,
titled "Female Nude."

on Jan. 19. Guest Lecturer Nancy
Ramage, an expert in Italian
Renaissance Art at Ithaca College
in New York, will be presenting
“Pots, Gems and Books: Sources
for 18th Century Artists.” The
lecture will take place before the
reception from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
in the Performing Arts Center’s
Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall. Ramage is the co-author
of “Roman Art: Romulus to

Constantine,” and is an academic
trustee of the Archeological
Institute of America, as well as a
Fellow of the Royal Society of the
Arts in London.
“This exhibition was designed
to get people thinking about the
importance of ancient art through
time and across space,” Morison
said.
The reception will take place
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., and includes

music, food and entertainment.
The gallery is open Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Admission is free. It is
located in Performing Arts Center
on GVSU’s Allendale campus.
The event is sponsored by the
GVSU classics department, the
art and design department and the
Art Gallery. The exhibition has
contributions from both students
and faculty.

Mark Schwartz finally got the
chance to watch the documentary
“Bible Battles” air on national
television, after he researched, co
wrote, co-produced and created
costumes for the film.
Schwartz, an anthropology
professor at Grand Valley State
University, tuned into the History
Channel premiere of his program
on Dec. 21.
“It was a weird experience,”
Schwartz said. “I felt as if the
person I saw on the screen wasn’t
me. I got caught up in the story.
If I hadn’t created it, this was a
program I would have enjoyed
watching anyway.”
The film included historical
reenactments of military strategies
and technology adapted from
the Bible, as well as interviews
with experts, which included
Schwartz.
Although the subject matter
dealt with the Old Testament of
the Bible, no controversy has
arisen with the violence depicted.
“I was nervous beforehand,
expecting it to start controversy,”
Schwartz
said.
“Afterward,
however, 1 received nothing but
positive feedback from religious
and non-religious viewers alike.”
The program earned high
ratings, and Schwartz said he
received dozens of e-mails
from friends, family, colleagues
and viewers who enjoyed his
program.
He said he was happy with the
final product, and praised producer
and director David Padusch for
his work. Well-shot camera angles
and fleeting sequences gave an
accurate and cinematic feel to the
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historical side of it, he added.
“The film looked like it had
a high production value, despite
the small budget we had to work
with,” he said.
After watching it on television,
Schwartz said he discovered minor
errors. Although there were no
blatant factual errors, he said some
costumes, props and weaponry
were not completely accurate due
to budget constraints.
actors from
the
Thirty
Swordplay Studios professional
group in California brought the
battles to life on the screen. The
group used airplane aluminumbranded swords in the film.
“The actors
were
very
professional,” Schwartz said.
“Despite working with weapons
that could cause serious bodily
damage, no one was injured.”
Most of the battle scenes in
the documentary were filmed
at a state park outside Los
Angeles. With its rocky limestone
landscape and dry brush, the park
was an accurate simulation of the
Mediterranean countryside where
the ancient battles took place,
Schwartz explained.
The History Channel has
expressed interest in continuing
the series, Schwartz said. Since
the documentary focused on
history leading up to the reign
of King David, he said he could
cover future conflicts concerning
the Assyrian civilization and
Babylonian and Roman Empires.
Schwartz said he will continue
to research historical subjects
while teaching anthropology
courses at GVSU. In the summer
of 2006, he plans to lead a group
of students to study pottery and
other artifacts at an archaeological
site in Turkey.

Casanova's charm fails
to seduce audience
Review

Or call

___________

January is traditionally
Hollywood’s spring cleaning.
All those films that have been
sitting on the shelf without any
real marketing edge or hype are
dumped after a slew of Oscar
bait films have been released in
December
In this wake of the Oscar
season, and right in time for spring
cleaning, is Lasse Hallstrom’s
“Casanova.” Heath Ledger plays
the title character as an 18th
century Don Juan DeMarco in the
most romantic city in the world,
Venice.
Women tremble at the sight
of him, falling to their knees in
awe. He is still at the tender age of
20-somethmg, but already a living
legend, a myth in his own time.
Women want to be with him, and
men want to be him.
The film is set during the
Roman Inquisition, when the
Catholic Church sought out
heretics and practitioners of false
doctrines. Casanova is caught in
the act of trying to seduce a nun
who is sworn to a life of chastity
and a vow of silence. She keeps
neither, and when the two are
caught with their clothes off
(literally), Casanova is subject
to death by hanging the next
morning. Miraculously, he is saved
by the Venetian government — it
is both a sympathizer and admirer
of the great Casanova.
There Ls a catch, though — the
fabled lover must find a wife
to betroth and give up his wild
and aimless life. The powers
that be can no longer protect his
undomesticated lifestyle.
Hallstrom tries to mold the
movie as a traditional romantic

comedy, but there is a problem
— it is just not that funny. There
are one-liners in every scene, and
almost all of them fall flat. There is
a cast of dramatists trying to play
light-hearted jesters. Hallstrom
asked princes to play paupers.
The sad part is, none of the actors
involved are inadequate. They are
just uninspired.
Heath Ledger is coming off
an incredible performance in
“Brokeback Mountain.” Oliver
Platt (Paprizzio), Sienna Miller
(Francesca Bruni) and Jeremy
Irons (Pucci) are all very capable
actors, but in this film they look
like a herd of deer stunned in a set
of headlighLs. You could almost
hear the cast asking under their
breath, “Is this thing almost over7’
and “What did my agent get me
into?”
To give the film credit, it is not
supposed to be “Citizen Kane”
— and it does not try to be — but
it would have helped if there was
the least bit of conviction from
the cast or director. It is never sure
of what it is trying to say, and.
by the end, the viewer gets the
feeling that it was not trying to say
anything.
Happily ever after endings are
good for fairy tales and Disney
movies, but this sort of ending
in this setting feels forced. The
methods and motives of the film
become increasingly impure as the
running time trudges along.
If nothing else, it functions well
as a date movie. It requires no real
attention to know what is going
on. and is a light-hearted, innocent
distraction. Just do not expect there
to be anything to talk about when
you are walking to die parking
lot. It will have faded from your
memory by the time you turn over
your ignition.

